Admit Slips:  Establishing a Purpose for Reading

What is the Role of Establishing a Purpose in Content Literacy?

Research on building and activating a reader’s schema (background knowledge) for content has demonstrated the critical role of purpose in reading.  Purpose leads to deeper understanding of text and higher retention of information because purpose helps readers create connections within the brain for storing and retrieving information.  When these connections are established prior to reading, new information can be stored in meaningful ways.

Why Would I Take Time to Help My Students Establish a Purpose for Reading?

When we take time to help readers establish a purpose prior to beginning their content reading, we offer them the opportunity to read for specific purposes: answering questions related to the content, finding information, connecting reading to their background knowledge, and meeting assessment and evaluation challenges.  Clear purposes add to student motivation for student engagement in reading.

How Do Admit Slips Support Establishing a Purpose?

There are many instructional strategies that help students establish a purpose for reading.  One successful activity I have used is an Admit Slip.  The Admit Slip is accessible for almost all students, so more students are likely to complete the task.  If class begins each day with credit given for completed Admit Slips, and if those slips are used as part of cooperative or collaborative learning, most students develop some motivation for completing the slips.  As a result, students begin to develop the strategic habit of establishing a purpose for reading before beginning to read.

What Do Admit Slips Look Like?
Many teachers have used Exit Slips to help them assess students’ learning and determine their next teaching steps.  Admit Slips achieve both these goals but have the additional benefit of helping students think about what they will learn prior to class.  The Admit Slip enables students to focus their attention on the reading and study planned for class by preparing responses, ideas, and questions that anticipate the reading for that day.

This technique works best for me when I give students a one-half page challenge.  I might copy an illustration from our textbook, copy information from the book or other source, or make a typed list of the title heading and sub-headings we will be working with .  I then ask students to study the illustration or text and write three questions they think we will answer or list three pieces of information they believe we will learn from the reading.  Each student will have about five minutes to study the information and list their questions.They will work in small groups to discuss their predictions and questions, then compile everything into a group list. Then they decide on the three to five most important questions they feel will be discussed or answered in class. (This should take only about 10 to 15 minutes .)  Each group shares their list.  This is a great way to get the class seated, on task, and motivated for the lesson.

Example of an Admit Slip:   This example is from Joy Hakim’s A History of the U.S.   Students receive a small portion of the reading from the chapter related to the Sunday school bombing in Birmingham, Alabama.  After reading this excerpt, students are asked to predict, question, and analyze what they have read.
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   Some Brave Children Meet a Roaring Bull

 
It was hot, very hot, in the summer, of 1962 in Birmingham, Alabama.  But that didn’t seem to make any difference to the city’s white leaders.  They closed all the city’s public recreational facilities because they didn’t want to see them integrated.  That meant  68 parks, 38 playgrounds, 6 swimming pools, and 4 golf courses were locked up, and no one in Birmingham---kind-hearted or mean-spirited, young or old--could enter the parks or swim in the city pools.  For the wealthy, there were private pools and clubs, but for most people, there was no escaping the heat.


Birmingham, Alabama’s largest city, had plenty of moderate, clear-headed citizens, but the South’s moderates were used to keeping quiet.  Perhaps they feared mob action, or the disapproval of some of their friends, or the violence of the Ku Klux Klan.  The Klan had helped elect Eugene “Bull” Connor as Birmingham’s commissioner of public safety (police chief).  Connor was about as big as a bully as the South has ever produced.  Besides that, he wasn’t very smart.  But Bull Connor helped the civil rights movement a whole lot, although that wasn’t what he intended to do.
Directions:  After reading the text above, complete the three questions/prompts below.

1.  Based on the title, I think we are going to read about……………..

2.  I wonder why………………

3.  One question I hope we find answers to as we study this event is……………
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